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NOT

ALONE
ADSUM TRY RAVENHILL

As I've begun to bring together the articles
that will form Issue #2 of SEND, I'm struck by
how alone I can often feel whilst writing, and
also just how many writers must feel that way.
Earlier today I was listening to the Happy
Rant podcast in which they remarked upon the
lone wolf nature that writers can often find
themselves living out and that even during
their time writing a book together that they'd
done the vast majority of that work in self-
imposed solitary confinement. Now I'm
editing a magazine full of amazing pieces of
work, each a product of primarily singular
efforts.
There is a reason, however, why these pieces
don't remain in the hands of their writers,
that they are released and sent into the hands
of readers. These writers love God and love
people, they spend time wrestling with
thoughts, feelings, scriptures, theological
questions, verses, rhymes, paragraphs, and
puzzles, because they have been gifted to do
so, and because that gifting has been directed
by their love. One of the writers remarked to
me that he began writing, in part, because
others had told him that he "shouldn't keep
his knowledge to himself" and that if he did it
would be selfish to do so. He agreed, put his
pride aside and picked up the pen.

Each of the writers in this volume writes
elsewhere on the internet, primarily on their
own blogs, newsletters, and websites. I would
love to encourage you to go and check those
out. If you enjoy a piece in this issue, you'll
enjoy their work elsewhere! 

E D I T O R ' S  N O T E   I   P A G E  3  
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Each one has left a way for you to
find their writing, so why not go
and leave a comment, or even
send them a message, to say that
you were encouraged by them.

As always, I'm really thankful that
you're here, that you're
supporting this magazine and
these writers. 

"THESE WRITERS LOVE GOD AND LOVE
PEOPLE, THEY SPEND TIME WRESTLING
WITH THOUGHTS, FEELINGS, SCRIPTURES,
THEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS, VERSES,
RHYMES, PARAGRAPHS, AND PUZZLES,
BECAUSE THEY HAVE BEEN GIFTED TO DO
SO, AND BECAUSE THAT GIFTING HAS
BEEN DIRECTED BY THEIR LOVE"

ADSUM TRY RAVENHILL

One final note I'd want you to
know is how difficult it can be for
a writer to find encouragement. I
don't mean this to sound in any
way like a moan or grief, but
rather just so that you're aware
that in a world in which one's
writing is most likely to receive
notice for purely negative
reasons, it's incredibly important
that we as Christians pave a
different way.
Why don't you commit to
encouraging just one of the
writers in this volume.

Adsum Ravenhill is married to
Anna and together they are
passionate about seeing young
men and women discipled within
the context of the local church.
You can find Adsum through his
writing at The Raven’s Writing
Desk and alongside Anna as the
co-host of the Consider the
Ravens Podcast.

https://atravenhill.substack.com/
https://open.spotify.com/show/7p2CtthcGwtghD3FfLVgG9?si=5db175fde4fa4b94


NEW
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Timarie Friesen

The writer opens her journal. It’s new, brand new, and hand-crafted of real
leather with her name stamped on the cover. It was a gift for her birthday. The
cream-colored pages stare back at her, blinking with anticipation and waiting for
words. She hesitates and then trades pen for pencil. The first page of a new
journal intimidates, so perhaps the freedom to erase will ease out the sentences.

But, NO, thinks the writer. There is nothing new under the sun. My words are
nothing; they are foolish, even with an eraser at hand.

She looks at the well-made journal. It won’t stay new if I write in it, she thinks.
And then she all-of-a-sudden knows a NEW to write about; one that’s ever-lasting
and isn’t defined by the world that spins under the rays of the sun.

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone,
the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV). 

More words fly from pencil to paper about Christ and how his heart is kind and
gentle toward her, and towards anyone who will come to him. She fills the first
page, then turns to another.

Timarie Friesen writes fiction and blogs

(https://www.timariefriesen.com) mostly short stories

for a local audience. She lives in Iowa and serves with

her husband in youth and missions ministries

S E N D



Daniel Seabaugh

It seems with every passing season another high-profile pastor falls from their ministry
position. Sadly, I ’ve come to expect it. I should probably grieve more. I should certainly
pray more. Nonetheless, I don’t believe hell loses ground by simply adding more popular
or hip leaders to the church. What the church really needs are servants who tremble at
God’s word. We need shepherds who value others above themselves and live for the
renown of Jesus, not their own platforms or appetites.

Will the real local pastors please stand up?

S E N D

We sheep do not need to be entertained any longer. We need to be
led to the cross. We sheep do not need a clever word from a
charismatic pastor. We need to see what death looks like. Death of
self-centeredness. Death of the idol named fame and influence.
Death of sin. Death of the business mindset within the church and
Christianity.

We need more pastors who tremble at God’s word—those who are
not afraid to teach the truth of Scripture regardless of the cultural
narrative. We need pastors who open their Bibles with awe because
they long to hear from God.

WILL THE REAL LOCAL

PASTORS PLEASE STAND UP?



S E N D

Will the real local pastors please stand up?

We are not concerned about growing a brand of Christianity. We are concerned about the

numerous wolves who seek to devour our life, faith, and family.

We need more pastors who are willing to take risks for the kingdom—men who are not afraid

to punch Satan in the mouth when he sticks his ugly head out of the gates of hell.

We need more pastors who know what it means to display strength through weakness—

brothers who are not afraid to cry with a dying sheep or mourn for a dying marriage.

Will the real local pastors please stand up?

We need more pastors who live for the renown of Jesus and die to their self-image. Instead of

reminding us of the great things their organization is doing, these pastors should remind us of

the marvellous things Jesus has already done.

Will the real local pastors please stand up?

We need more pastors who value others above themselves. We need leaders who do nothing

out of selfish ambition or vain conceit (Philippians 2:3).

We don’t really need larger or more influential churches. Broken and messy churches work just

fine if they confidently proclaim the cross as victory. Perhaps all we need is a flock who,

through the daily dying of their local pastor, stand amazed at the reality of their Shepherd, who

died and rose to life for the victory of his beloved.

I repeat. Will the real local pastors please stand up?

No more gimmicks. No more fads. No more chasing the latest ministry trends. Simply present

Jesus crucified and risen for the forgiveness of sinners everywhere.

If you’re out there, please stand up. For all the ones who have been standing, consider these

words a standing ovation.

Daniel Seabaugh lives in Cape Girardeau, MO with his wife,

Rachel, and their six daughters. He's a graduate of College of

the Ozarks and Denver Seminary. You can follow his blog at

jesusmusings.com. 
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We sheep do not need to be
entertained any longer. We need to be
led to the cross. We sheep do not need

a clever word from a charismatic
pastor. We need to see what death

looks like. Death of self-centeredness.
Death of the idol named fame and

influence. Death of sin. Death of the
business mindset within the church

and Christianity.
Danie l  Seabaugh
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A LETHARGIC FAITH?
Alistair Chalmers 

You know the feeling; life is hard, work is busy, the kids annoy you, church feels ‘weird’
and your Bible goes unopened for weeks on end. Faith, like other ‘journeys’ in life, can
become a bit stale at times. We can lose enthusiasm, we feel depleted of joy. Maybe we
get bogged down in the controversies and downfalls of others and it feels like we’re
wading through a bog of thick mud. In those moments you feel alone, but you’re not.
Countless Christians have been there, and are there, with you. But you’re also not
helpless in it.

Ultimately, the truth is that you are never alone because Christ is always with you. The
promises of God to be with His people do not waver nor falter. He will never leave you,
even if it feels like you’re alone at times.

But there are also things we can do to help ourselves out of lethargy. Liturgy can be the
cure of lethargy.

S E N D



Sure you have the Sunday church meetings, the prayer meetings and the small group. But there

are also daily practices that you can put in place that will help you out of your lethargically

state. The ‘liturgy of every day’ helps you get into a routine that helps you to prioritise what

you’re doing. 

That daily liturgy could be the same prayer during every breakfast meal. It could be reading

your Bible at a specific time, regardless of where you are. But it can also include the normal day

to day acts that you do and developing your own liturgy. It could be reciting a Psalm as you do

the dishes (or empty the dishwasher). It would be that you say a prayer with your child as you

change their nappy (and wrestle with them if they don’t like getting their nappy changed).

Creating your own liturgy in life, your own spiritual routines that point you to Christ doesn’t

require you to wear gowns or to be with a congregation at the time. 

Creating a liturgy of life will help you have small spiritual routines that become normal in your

day to day, that point you to Jesus and that help you through the bog of mud that can

accumulate with a lethargic faith. 

But even in this, you are not alone. Creating routines for the sake of it won’t help, asking the

Lord for strength to continue such routines because you know they're for your spiritual good is

important. At our core, we are still sinful human beings. We get distracted, we lose interest and

we give up all the time. Asking the Lord, by His Spirit, to help enable you to develop spiritual

routines that will help you grow means that you are relying on the Lord to help and He will. 

S E N D
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You are not alone in your lethargic faith, many Christian have
been and are there with you. But you’re also not hopeless in
them, the Lord is with you and He will enable you to set up
godly routines to help you grow in your love for Him, His Word,
His people and for the lost. Don’t give yourself up to lethargy
but try liturgy, it may help more than you think.
One of the things we used to do as a family was recite a poem
that my dad wrote about the armour of God. We would recite it
in the car every day on the drive to school. At the time I didn’t
think much of it, but it is still in my head all these years later
and has proved to be a great help over the years. Let me see if I
remember it correctly…

 
“I put on a suit of armour, each day I get dressed. I then step in

confidence, knowing I am blessed.
The belt is one of truth, to defeat the enemies' lies.

The breastplate of righteousness protects my heart, which beneath it
flies.

The shoes protect my feet, as I step out for God each day. 
The shield of faith protects me from the arrows, which come my way. 

The helmet of salvation protects my mind from Satan’s lies. 
The sword of the Spirit, for I must fight on until the enemy dies. 

I put on this suit of armour, each day that I get dressed. 
I then step in faith, knowing, to Jesus my sins I have confessed.“

 
Alex Chalmers

 

Alistair Chalmers is the Assistant Pastor of Bruntsfield Church

Edinburgh, a blogger, broken man but made whole through

Christ. You can find him on Twitter (@ASChalmers) or on his blog

(https://achalmersblog.com) 
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It’s the years that were erased that hurt so bad.

Memories are joy, but your absence is pain.

Pain sears.

Never ends.

Distraction is relief but is fleeting.

Haunting reminders make my heart

deadweight. The wounds open and blood runs.

Where is “joy”?

Joy remains in the loss. Joy soothes pain. Joy

fills emptiness.

You’re the one that told me even in loss, joy in

Christ remains.

It’s all we have.

An eternal hope of glory.

I’m glad you told me…but why did you have to

go?

I miss you.

Eternal glory!

Weightier than any loss.

I’ll always remember with pain. The hurt won’t

fade. The lump in my throat always returns,

when I look at my children who don’t know

you. When I think of the way you would love

them and play with them and teach them about

Jesus. Tears return, and my heart sighs with a

longing that won’t fade this side of glory. Weary

now, I hold onto hope. One day it will be

realized for me, too. Joy will wrap me up, too.

No longer will it be pain with joy, but only joy.

Pure joy.

I  W I L L  T O O   |   P A G E  1 2  
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I  WILL TOO
Kelly Ottaway
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S E N D  Is it better not think about what could have been?

Better to stop imagining you as grandpa?

Maybe.

Maybe it would hurt less.

If only I could solely rest in memories.

But it doesn’t work that way. You’ll always be on my mind.

I’ll never forget about what could’ve been.

The years that were erased will remain with blinding pain.

As they remain, I’ll remain in Christ, just like you did.

You had loss too, but I was too young to understand.

 

You hoped.

 

I see that now. You stood firm in what you knew to be true.

 

I will, too.

 

Thank you for showing me, Dad. Thank you for trying again

when you messed up. Thank you for accepting the

forgiveness of Jesus.

Now you stand before him. Fully realized hope. Fully realized

joy. One day I’ll know it, too.

 

Thanks be to God.

 

Kelly Ottaway is a wife and mother in southwestern Ontario and

serves at her local church in various areas. Kelly practices as a

Licensed Professional Counselor at a crisis pregnancy center in

Ontario and a private practice in Jackson, Michigan. She writes for a

Christian infertility organization—Waiting in Hope—as well as for

her newsletter, Springs of Joy (kellyottaway.substack.com)
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CARRYING EACH OTHERS'

BURDENS AND WHY IT CAN

BE HARD
Amber Thiessen

Working in mental health, one of the areas I ask client’s about is their social support
network: Who are your people? How connected do you feel to them? What do they know
about your struggles?

There’ve been many times I get a quiet response, “I haven’t talked to them about this. I
don’t want to be a burden.”

Whether they’re battling depression, anxiety or situational stressors, they name the most
important people in their life, yet something prevents them from reaching out for
support. They’re afraid of vulnerability, they’re afraid of rejection and they’re afraid to
be the subject of gossip. The reasons behind the fear is a whole other discussion, but the
questions I found myself reflecting on are, how are we doing as a church in caring for
others, and do we really think the struggles of others are a burden to us? 
If we’re honest, I think we can answer, yes, sometimes they are. 
Battles with addictions, depression, or anxiety can be hard and long. We can grow weary
of picking others up, particularly when we find ourselves near the end of our own rope
trying to manage our own lives. 
Navigating our own day to day can be a juggling trick on its own, when someone near to
us also has a need, I think we worry that one more ball in the air will cause us to drop
them all. There’s a sigh in our hearts when yet another thing is added on the to-do list,
crowding the already limited time and space.
Other times tragedy hits and the sheer amount of needs feels like an insurmountable
snow hill in a blizzard. We feel the pressure to try and hold everyone up like Louisa in
the Disney movie Encanto, given all the heavy things the others in her family can’t
shoulder.

S E N D



While carrying additional responsibility is costly, it ’s also an opportunity for us to walk
in faithful obedience as we care for and love our church families. It’s a call for us to
pause and consider the sacrifice of our time, energy and resources, as well as the
teachings in scripture to “one-another” those in our local communities.

 “Love one another” (John 13:35)
 “Clothe yourselves with humility toward one another” (1 Pet 5:5)
 “Carry each other’s burdens” (Gal 6:2)
 “Encourage one another” (1 Thess 5:11)
 “Pray for each other” (James 5:16)

But why is it so hard?

Because you can’t do it on your own.

In so many ways we are influenced to believe we should be able to handle life on our
own. Mothers of young children hear, “I did it, so you should too,” friends who work and
have busy lives seem to say you should be able to do more. The cultural message tells us
to work hard for success and don’t depend on others to do so.
So we follow, striving to do it all.
If we consider what godly counsel could be for the one who is struggling, one piece
would likely be to lay their burdens at the feet of Jesus, reminding them of his call to
“come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matt 11:28) and
to “cast your burden on the Lord, and he will sustain you” (Ps 55:22).

What happens when we hear that same counsel for ourselves?

Dependence on the Lord as we care for those around us is the only way we can persevere,
not only for the moment but always. The more we believe we can make it on our own, the
greater appetite we are supplying our pride. When we’re at the end of our rope, feeling
utterly defeated, is where God reminds us we weren’t hanging on with our own strength
in the first place.

You also need people behind and beside you.

Compassion fatigue is a thing. 
As you support others in their suffering, you’re going to need people around you to
encourage and strengthen you.

S E N D
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When we left home to serve in Tanzania we needed at least 60 names of people who
would be committed to praying for us and our ministry. Though you may be serving in a
lay capacity, it ’s a beautiful thing to develop a small group who supports each other as
we care for others. 
Isn’t that what the church is for?!
It’s the cord of three strands that cannot be easily broken (Ecc 4:12), the hands that held
up Moses’ when he was too tired (Ex 17:12), and the refreshed spirit in the presence of
friends (1 Cor 16:17-18). We’re a body, joined together in Christ to accomplish the
purposes of the Father, for his glory and the good of others.

You’ll Discover Longsuffering

Love is never easy. It’s not visible without a cost. In order to carry each other’s burdens,
we must consider our own readiness for longsuffering. Longsuffering is defined as not
losing heart and persevering patiently in troubles. It’s most often translated in scripture
as patience. We’re told in Gal 5:22, the fruit of the Spirit includes patience
[longsuffering] and are directed as God’s people to put on new clothes which includes
patience [longsuffering].

The idea of patiently persevering with others through trials was not lost in scripture.
The early church supplied each others’ physical needs and received teaching front he
apostles for their encouragement and instruction. We have these encouragements to
remind and encourage us in this pursuit as proclaimers of his kingdom. 

Conclusion

Tramping over a foot and a half of snow across the lake in snowshoes, there’s an
incredibly disconcerting sound as the noise of your footsteps echoes beneath you. It’s
unsettling because the sound points to the presence of water beneath the snow and ice -
the potential danger if our foundation isn’t solid.
We need our feet firmly planted in Christ, actively growing in spiritual maturity as we
seek to support others in need. There can be dangers of burnout and pride. Healthy
boundaries will be important. But in it all, let’s be curious about ourselves, our
perceptions of others in their struggles and of our willingness to suffer alongside them.
Because the noise of each snowshoe pressing into the snow echoes, reminding us of the
glory of God going out with each faithful step of obedience. For “our light momentary
affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison” (2 Cor
4:17).

S E N D
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Perhaps it’s a call to confess our selfish tendencies and repent of ways we put ourselves before others. Maybe

it’s time to look for opportunities to do some research to understand what our loved one is going through.

Or it’s time to prayerfully consider those around us and whether or not they need a friend.

How have you perceived people to be a burden? What can you do to grow in helping others?

Amber Theissen, You can find Amber’s writing on her blog, In

The Vine (www.amberthiessen.com), where she posts articles,

book reviews, and her free ebook, Expect Great Things: 10

Days Praying For Those We’ve Sent.
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WINTER

LIGHT
Andrea Sanborn

S E N D

The snow lies deep, unsettled against the sharp
wind. Here in the north woods the winter sun
falls cold between storms. The sun’s course
lowers to a shallow arc, it ’s apex briefly
dividing morning from afternoon. Evenings
bring long, golden fingers gradually giving way
to dusky blue. The snow sparkles, each slight
breeze smoothing the surface, filling the tracks
left by the one squirrel daring to leave his nest
to scramble across the drifts. Winter here
“keeps the riffraff out”, the locals say as they
gather in the Sportsmen’s Cafe. Most small
towns up here have one, where they gather over
hearty breakfasts in their camo caps and
flannel to shake their heads over the latest
government crisis before settling in to discuss
more pressing concerns, like ice fishing. I step
outside, the cold knifing through my chest as I
breathe in too deep in this sparkling, stinging
world. It’s hard to imagine the lush green
coming in a few short months. The cold can’t
stop the earth’s relentless rotation into spring,
far as it seems today.
Minnesota winters are harsh, but they are also
spectacular. The snow falls in curtains or in
fairy dust, like a fresh start. Like a whisper. I
don’t wish for spring, yet. 
Soon the tide will turn. The ice will melt to
feed the flowers, nourish the coming green. I
have been contemplating beauty lately, how we
are created to perceive and appreciate it. How
God creates the subtle colors of a winter’s
evening. He turned Abram’s gaze to the stars.
He revealed his ways to Job in stunningly
beautiful poetry. There is no limit to his
expression.
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The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

PSALM 19:1

I feel sad for those who hold to a utilitarian view of the universe, of creation, of people. Life becomes a

means to an end – an end that is never quite realized. Imperfect children are eliminated before they can

disrupt the order so carefully balanced. And to what end? Will we ever achieve the control we seek? The

men at the cafe acknowledge God as they hunt and fish in these woods and waters. No matter how they

keep him at bay, they still give a nod to his existence, puzzle over those who would try to deny it.

What do people gain from all their labors at which they toil under the sun? Generations come and

generations go, but the earth remains forever. The sun rises and the sun sets, and hurries back to where it

rises. The wind blows to the south and turns to the north; round and round it goes, ever returning on its

course. All streams flow into the sea, yet the sea is never full. To the place the streams come from, there

they return again.

ECCLESIASTES 1:3-7

 

This one brief life is packed with beauty if we will only stop and see. If we will only remove our AirPods

long enough to listen. Whales sing and bees dance. Ordinary birds soar in synchrony. Uncountable trillions

of snowflakes adorn my yard, no two alike. No other creature seems aware of the glory around us, but we

have been specially formed to appreciate it. Do we realize what this means? This body, this creation, this

planet, this universe pulses with beauty and wonder, pointing, shouting the glory of an artist God who

creates in stunning and incomprehensible ways for his pleasure and ours.

Earth’s crammed with heaven,

And every common bush afire with God,

But only he who sees takes off his shoes;

The rest sit round and pluck blackberries.

ELIZABETH BARRETT BROWNING

P A G E  9   |   C A R R Y I N G  E A C H  O T H E R S '  B U R D E N S  A N D  W H Y  I T  C A N  B E
H A R D
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Take a breath and marvel at the life pumping through your body. Look up and see the stars, the clouds, the

sun’s rising and setting. Listen to the music of a language not your own, to a baby’s babbling, to the dreams

of a friend. We were made to be more than producers and consumers; we were made to wonder. And in the

wonder, to praise.

The snow falls soft outside my window, swirling and dancing, frosting the woods in the evening light. I lift

my brimming heart to heaven, my soul alive in the noticing, my spirit alight in this sacred space of worship

on this, another blessed, ordinary day.
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Andrea Sanborn You can find Andrea's writing on her blog, A

View of the Lake (andreasanborn. com) where she posts twice a

month about the breathtaking beauty of following God in a

broken world.
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LESSONS ON TEMPTATION
FROM PETER’S SIFTING

by Wendy Willard 

S E N D

Words of Temptation

You’re a failure.
You can’t possibly succeed in this. 
You don’t know what you are doing. 
What’s the point?
Do any of those statements sound
familiar? Yeah, me too. Where do I
hear phrases like this the most often?
Inside my own head.
As I’ve searched scripture for help,
I’ve been pondering someone close to
Jesus who must have experienced this
type of inner turmoil—Peter. 
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In Luke 22, Jesus shares the Passover meal with the apostles, just prior to his returning home to the
Father. During their time together, Jesus tells Peter, “Satan has asked to sift you like wheat.” (v. 31) 
Those are eight words nestled among so many, yet they have such a significant impact in Peter’s life
and also in our own. The phrase “has asked to sift you” is also translated: desired you, demanded to
have you, and has demanded the right to test you.

Words of Destruction

There are many other places in scripture where we’re given insight into Satan’s behaviour.* In this
case, the Greek words indicate he sought permission from God to do what he wanted, in much the
same way as our English verbs to beg or crave. (This phrasing is also used in the Old Testament
when Satan asks to test Job.)
Picture Satan just begging God to let him have a go at one of Jesus’ closest friends. If you’re of a
certain age, you might imagine that scene from the Wizard of Oz where the lion says “Let me at
‘em…”

This situation, however, is far less innocent or comical. 
What does the enemy want to do, specifically? The Greek words refer to sifting wheat, which
separates rocks and other debris from wheat when it’s harvested. Since I am not a farmer, here’s
how I imagine this—after a holiday meal, if I were especially industrious, I could put the turkey
bones and a bunch of other vegetables and seasonings into a large pot to boil. After a while, I could
then pour the whole mixture through a strainer, to preserve only the liquid. This delicious
homemade broth results from the marrying of water with the essence of meat, veggies, and
seasonings. 
Once the two have been boiled together (under extreme heat—you see where I’m going with this?),
it’s not possible to separate the flavors from the water. Likewise, God intends for us to be joined
with Jesus so perfectly we cannot be sifted—or strained—out, regardless of how hard Satan shakes—
or boils—us. 
Those negative statements we hear in our head? What if that’s Satan “sifting” us, trying to see if he
can separate us from the one we call our Savior? 
After warning Peter he is about to be tested, Jesus continues, “But, I have prayed for you that your
faith may not fail.” (v. 32) Two things jump out at me from this section.

Words of Encouragement

First, I’m reminded that Jesus prays for us. 
Actually, you might be thinking, it says he prayed for Peter. Yes, but other places, such as Hebrews
7:25, John 18:20-23, and Romans 8:34 indicate Jesus regularly intercedes on our behalf.
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The knowledge of this, when kept fresh in our minds, is powerful. As one theologian, Robert
Murray M’Cheyne, said, “If I could hear Christ praying for me in the next room, I would not fear a
million enemies. Yet the distance makes no difference; he is praying for me!” 
Second, I’m reminded about my biggest temptation—failing faith. With the knowledge that Peter
would be tested, Jesus didn’t pray for Peter’s thoughts to be more logical, his words to be more
honest, or his path to be less painful. He prayed for Peter’s faith to be stronger. 
When I’m tempted by illogical thoughts, dishonest words, and painful paths, I need what Jesus
prays for all of us—unfailing faith.
Impossible, right? Well, we are human, after all. So a faith path that includes some switchbacks is
par for the course. And Jesus knows that, because in the next part of verse 32 he says, “when you
have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”
At this Passover Meal, Jesus knows Peter is about to be tested, so he prays for his faith to be strong
and encourages him with guidance for the aftermath. As I imagine Peter hearing Satan’s lies in his
head, I hear…
You turned your back on your supposed friend.
You failed, big time.
Your selfishness is epic.
You’re no good.

Words of Redemption

I can also imagine Jesus’ counter-argument…
You are so, so loved.
Nothing you have done—or ever will do—changes that.
Follow me.
Strengthen the others.
Temptation, and sometimes falling victim to it, is just part of our world. It shouldn’t surprise us. As
a believer, though, we are being prepared for it. Through worship, scripture, prayer, and fellowship,
we are being married together with Jesus in such a way that we might withstand even the toughest
of sifting.
After being sifted, we always have a choice where we go next. When we’ve bought at least a few of
Satan’s lies to put us in that position, we can find it easier to follow him further down the path of
destruction.
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But, no matter how many times Satan tries to make us believe otherwise, there is always another
option. We can admit our failure to God, accept his unfailing love and grace, and turn back to him.
The true beauty, in this better choice, is that he doesn’t waste our experiences. Like Peter, he guides
us to use what we’ve learned to encourage and strengthen one another along the way.
In the end, isn’t that why we’re here together—to walk each other home?

Note to Reader:

For example, Peter, himself, tells us Satan “prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” (1
Peter 5:8) John tells us Satan “was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth,
because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for is a liar and the
father of lies.” (John 8:44) In 2 Corinthians 11:14, we’re told “Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.”
And in 2 Corinthians 4:4, we’re told he blinds us to try keeping us “from seeing the light of the gospel of the
glory of Christ.” But, we’re also told with Christ we can stand against the schemes of the devil (Ephesians
6:11, James 4:7), and he will ultimately be destroyed (Rev. 12:9, Romans 16:20, 1 John 3:8).
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Context: Reading the book within its biblical,
canonical, historical, cultural, and authorial
context. If I gave you a love letter but you
weren’t aware of its date, the author, whether
it was fictional, you’d have a hard time
knowing what to do with it. The bible,
though more complicated, is no different.
Comparison: The book, chapter, or verse at
hand doesn’t stand alone but is part of
inspired scripture, we can compare it with
other scriptures to help us to understand it.
("In the easier passages [The Holy Spirit]
relieves our hunger; in the more obscure He
drives away our pride. Practically nothing is
dug out from those obscure texts which is
discovered to be said very plainly in another
place."- Augustine, On Christian Doctrine)
Consistency: Thankfully, every verse of
scripture is a well-worn path, many saints
have tracked it before and we’d do well to
compare and contrast our own views and
takeaways with theirs.

If you’ve read any of my work, you’ll know that I
encourage people to approach bible studies with
three points in mind—the Three C’s:

1.

2.

3.

(These are by no means novel ideas but have been
called many names throughout church history.)
As I’ve been preparing to start a series going
verse-by-verse through the book of Jude, I ’ve
been contending with that first point, Context, a
lot. Jude is a short book (25 verses) with only a
very small amount of internal biographical detail
about 

JUDAH, JUDAS, JUDE?
by Adsum Try Ravenhill 
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the author, the audience, and the circumstances of its creation. Thankfully, as I’ve mentioned
above, this book doesn’t exist in a vacuum, nor is it as lacking in internal clues as one might think
at first glance. Though as we go on through this series other points may present themselves, the
three words which come up again and again are:

Catholic, Jewish, Exegetical

Let’s dive in.

(c)atholic

The brackets there are not to denote that the term is copyrighted, but that it should be made
explicitly clear here that by catholic, I do not mean Roman Catholic. The term throughout most of
history meant general/universal and so when we say the following in the apostle’s creed:

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

it should not be understood to pay homage to the papacy or affirm his rule, but rather to declare
that the church which exists today, wherever it is found, is part of the apostolic tradition and faith
that has existed since Pentecost. Apostolic might feel like a better term, but the reason I will
continue to say catholic is that this epistle, this letter, is part of a set we find in the new testament
which is called, you guessed it, the catholic epistles, these include:

James, 1-2 Peter, 1-3 John and Jude

Unlike the letters of Paul, which were written to designated people (Timothy, Philemon, Titus) or
peoples (the Romans, Thessalonians, Colossians), the catholic epistles are more broadly addressed—
Peter addresses his first epistle “To those chosen, living as exiles dispersed abroad” 
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(1 Peter 1:1). Though they may well have been sent initially to a single party, that seems unlikely.
The catholic epistles convey messages to the church about church polity—False Teachers,
Relationship to Governments, Relationships to one another, the use of Holy Scripture (inc. the new
testament)— the exercise of one’s faith with regards to works, or the responsibility of not only
leaders but individuals within congregations. I could go into each one of those in detail, I have
chosen not to for time’s sake, this is after all an introduction to Jude, not to the whole set. The set
is, nonetheless, important, because, as it has been mentioned in every single book about Jude, it
contains teaching which mirrors a passage from another book in the set, namely 2 Peter (c2-3:v3.)
This has led some to think it’s of little use or that one is simply a copy of the other, but that doesn’t
make an awful lot of sense in my opinion, the Bible is full of repetition which aids us in
understanding (see my note on comparison) and I’ve never heard of anyone saying we shouldn’t
cover 1-2 Chronicles because it’s reiterating what we already or know, or exclude certain Psalms
because they are repeated, or Revelation because it includes so much from the Old Testament. That
would be ridiculous. We should, therefore, see this parallel for what it most certainly is. Consistent.
We know that the early church used, for instance, the Didache or the teaching of the apostles for
training those who were to be Baptised (Catechumen) and so particular teaching would be
commonly used on multiple occasions, even by various people, to speak to similar issues. We also
see that the apostles repeat and utilise the teachings of Jesus, not to mention that Jesus repeated
himself on occasion—probably far more than we’re even aware of. Repetition isn’t a bad thing, and
though I think there is more than repetition going on here, it would be silly not to at least mention
it at this stage.

Finally, a point on authority and subject matter, Jude commends himself to his audience as “the
Brother of James,” and states that his purpose in writing was that “[he] found it necessary to write,
appealing to you to contend for the faith that was delivered to the saints once for all” (Jude 3.) This
might seem like separate points, but I would contend that he is drawing his authority from the
apostles, most notably deferring to his brother James, and by extension, his half-brother Jesus
(which will be covered in greater detail next week) and then goes on to contend for the faith as
passed down by the apostles. Darian R. Lockett says:
“…the faith here is understood not as the subjective faith of the community but as the central
message of salvation through Jesus Christ—the apostolic faith handed down to the community.”
Letters for the Church - Darian R. Lockett
He is not writing to a people about that people’s faith, but rather about THE faith, the holy
apostolic faith which they all had received, himself included, and inviting them to contend for it
with him.
Through and through, this letter is one from the Church, to the Church, for the Church, via the
messenger Jude, inspired by the Holy Spirit.
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Jewish

Having contended that this letter is catholic you might be surprised that I would say that it is also
Jewish, but this isn't a contradiction in terms, Jude is a Jew. Not only that but he grew up in the
Jewish tradition and therefore it shouldn't be a surprise to us that his style, like his brother James,
is influenced by Jewish teaching. In form, in style, in reference, Jude is distinctively Jewish and so
that should influence the way that we read this book. Though I will be going into greater detail in
the next section as to that influence on his exegetical method, it's worth making sure we don't gloss
over this point. We can often be too quick to apply our own context to the Bible, or vice versa, it’s
always worth sitting with the author and audience in their context as much as possible before we do
so. Although this letter is written to the whole church and applicable to our lives today, we
shouldn’t jump straight there. It’s likely that the Protestant church's confusion around Jude’s
inclusion of extra-biblical texts, 1 Enoch and the Assumption of Moses, is largely due to this
propensity to forget the time the book was written in.
Put simply, everyone is most likely to follow the style they grew up with. I’ve heard lots of people
discuss the reasons why preachers use sports analogies, perform topical preaching, or rely on the
same stories over and over, but though I’m sure many could wax lyrical about those that do it
maliciously, the reality is that most are doing so because it’s all they’ve ever known. Jude is no
different, as a young Jewish man, he would have heard Jewish exegetical methods applied in
Synagogues all of his life and therefore we shouldn’t be surprised that he would use the same, or
similar, methods himself. He would also be far quicker to draw from stories he was familiar with
than new ones. Jesus’ own parables are heavily influenced by themes and types from the Old
Testament. I mentioned Jude’s brother James, much of the writing in his letter is spoken of as
Paranesis, not a uniquely Jewish style, but one which is used in both the Bible (Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes) as well as in Jewish Literature. I personally hope to gain a greater understanding of
this as we go through the book of Jude this year.

Exegetical

As I’ve mentioned, Jude is Jewish and that influences his exegetical method, namely, a form of
Jewish exegesis known as a Midrash. I add a caveat here to say that if my explanation is sparse at
this stage, it’s simply because I want to make sure my understanding is as well-rounded as possible
before delivering it to you, which I hope I’ll be able to do more clearly as the months roll on. Put
simply though, my definition of a Midrash is this:
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(c)atholic, for the whole Church, from the Church, by the Church, for the good of all.
Jewish, from the human side of the writing, as well as in its consistency with styles and
narratives from the Old Testament.
Exegetical, though possibly different in form from what we would consider to be exegetical. It
expounds upon scriptures from the Old Testament, applying them to our lives today, by the use
of extrabiblical narratives to tell the truth through stories, as well as with the authority and
teaching of the apostles.

A form of exegesis of one or more texts from scripture explained and expounded upon, often
through the use of storytelling.
It’s probably unsurprising given the nature of oral traditions that storytelling plays a role, or at the
very least you’ll be aware of Jesus’ use of parables and narrative to explain concepts. This isn’t
something we’ve always done well as Protestants, and in the introduction to the RCS commentary
on Gen 1-11, the editors mention:
“(Speaking of the Reformers) Christian commentators on Genesis typically displayed a love-hate
relationship toward Jewish sources, as we will see: they are often found to admire rabbinic insights
and to find corroboration of their own views in the Targums, but the excesses of midrash, with its
penchant for creative storytelling, is almost always heavily criticized… Jerome and Augustine are
also targets of criticism for … what is usually described as allegorical excess.”
Genesis 1–11: Old Testament, Reformation Commentary on Scripture

We should be aware of any inherited bias and do what we can to eschew it.
Snobbery towards a form our culture sees as of less use does us no good.
I will return to this subject in future weeks, but in summary, the epistle of Jude is:

1.
2.

3.

What’s in a name?

A helpful way to understand and remember this, to use a storytelling device, would be through the
name of the author.
Judah → Judas → Jude
These are three names that we know Jude by, the Hebrew Spelling, the Greek Spelling and the
Modern one we find in our bibles today.
Think of it like this, Judah represents the Jewish nature of the book, the heritage and the tradition
that comes from the Old Testament and the Jewish people. Judas for the continuation of that story
through the new testament and the apostles—what’s more, given that this book deals with the
subject of ‘intruders’ in the church it could also stand for that. Finally, Jude, the name we use today,
the interpretation into our own language stands for the exegetical process going on in the letter.
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I’m not claiming that this is the intention of the three uses of his name, but simply as an

example of how narrative can be used to explain a point.

I’ve barely scratched the surface in this article, so I’m looking forward to going deeper and

deeper as the weeks and months roll on. I hope you’re looking forward to joining me on

that journey.

To continue reading on through Jude with Adsum, head over to the Raven's Writing Desk. 
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